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With the help of the 
right architect, a 
Vancouver couple 
rescues a 1970s gem 
of a home. 

Dream On 
Darren Devine and 
Shannon Dawe turned 
a house they’d long 
admired into a home to 
call their own.

MODERNISM  REVISITED
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                                              his home in Vancouver’s Mackenzie Heights had 
been on homeowner Shannon Dawe’s radar for some time—a couple 
decades’ worth of time. “When I was 16 or 17 and on my way to my 
grandma’s, I would go out of my way to come down this road to drive by 
this house,” says Dawe. “I just thought it was one of a kind.”

But when the home came on the market a few years ago, she resisted 
going to see it. “It was out of our price range, and I didn’t want to get 
excited about it,” she explains. But her husband, Darren Devine, con-
vinced her to pop by while he was away on business. “I honestly walked 
in the door, took three steps and had to call him. It was amazing.”

So the couple purchased it, and, along with their two kids (Jackson 
and Valerie, now 16 and 14) and dog (Lily), lived in the 1972 home 
for five years, slowly discovering where the aging building needed 
a little love. In the winter, it was anything but airtight: the single-
paned windows and California shutters made it near-impossible 
to get the home over 13°C, making toques and mitts commonplace. 
And, despite all the windows, low beams overhead created a feeling 
of claustrophobia—that view beyond the glass could be enjoyed only 
if you were sitting down. Each room on the main level seemed to be in 
the wrong position: the kitchen was the most-used part of the home, 
and yet you had to walk through other rooms to access it. And the 
lower levels were a rabbit warren of dark, closed-off and damp spaces. 

So the pair tasked Cedric Burgers of Burgers Architecture to, in 
Devine’s words, “take what architect Johnathan Keith-King created in 
1972, and use modern materials and modern construction techniques 
to rebuild it.” It was a project that both Burgers and the couple took 
seriously—Burgers even went so far as to call up the original architect 
to talk about his process. “Back in the early ’70s, it was kind of radical 
because no one could figure out what to do with this super-steep  
pie-shaped lot,” says Burgers. “Finally Johnathan came along, and got 
them to do this stepped house. It’s amazing architecture that tells you 
so much about how to build on this site.”

The renovation is extensive yet fulfills the couple’s goal of staying 
true to the original design. “When we looked at the house, we thought 
about what characteristics were really critical. There were the angled 

T
The Right Angles In 
the renovation, the 
homeowners felt strongly 
about respecting the 
original design. While 
some of the protrusions 
on the side were removed 
for a cleaner look, the 
shape of the original 
windows was preserved, 
though single-paned 
glass was updated to 
triple-paned (above). The 
kitchen (top) was moved 
to the top level, where 
there’s room enough for 
the whole family. 

Light the Room The din-
ing room (below) sits 
where the kitchen once 
did (right). Low beams 
obstructed the view; now 
the sightlines are clear, 
thanks also to the removal 
of the wooden railings.
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“Back in the early ’70s, it was kind of radical because no one could figure out 
what to do with this super-steep pie-shaped lot,” says architect Cedric Burgers. 
“It’s amazing architecture that tells you so much about how to build on this site.”

Modern Update The liv-
ing room (above) once 
shared space with the din-
ing room. Now it’s an airy 
hangout for the adults, 
with a comfy Togo sofa 
and a teal womb chair 
(left). Pine beetle-infested 
wood was used for the 
stairs (where daughter Val-
erie hangs out with Lily the 
dog), giving them the char-
acteristic blue streaks. At 
the base of the stairs is a 
frosted glass panel, which 
allows light to filter down 
to the level below. 
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windows—I did a study of squaring them up, and it lost all of its 
character,” explains Burgers. “We could have clad the house in zinc 
or stone or all sorts of materials, but the cedar siding was so critical to 
the character of the house.” So those angled windows remain, though 
now they’re frameless and feature triple-paned crystalline glass. And 
Burgers played with the patterning on the cedar siding until he found a 
horizontal layout that emphasized the geometry of the windows.

Inside the home, those low-hanging beams have been raised, 
allowing for 270-degree views out to Burrard Inlet. The upper area is 
split into three levels: the kitchen was moved to the main entry level, 
placing it where it would be most used by the family; the next step 
down leads to the dining room, which then cascades down to the living 
room. A wood-burning fireplace here was grandfathered in from the 
previous design, though it’s now clad in charcoal-coloured basalt tiles, 
and a twin to the new outdoor fireplace on the extended patio outside. 
Pale bamboo floors and rich charcoal millwork provide a neutral 
backdrop to the boldly coloured furniture that the homeowners fell 
in love with: a chartreuse Togo sofa from Ligne Roset and two Womb 
chairs from Knoll, one in teal and another in purple.

To bring light into the lower levels, Burgers had glass panels 
installed into the floor: a clear panel near the entranceway, which 
shines down to the wine cellar below, and a frosted piece in the main 
living room, allowing for privacy for the bedrooms below. By day, sun-
light can now pass downstairs; by night, the glass panels allow lighting 
from below to filter upward, creating a soft glow in the rooms upstairs. 

One of the most involved processes was the creation of a home office 
for Devine, which Burgers positioned as an extension at the bottom 
of the property. Installing it was no mean feat: the entire home was 
raised and suspended as they dug down into the earth to excavate 
for the space. In essence it’s a bunker, with concrete on all four sides, 
which has the benefit of not only blocking out sound from the nearby 
street, but also creating a stronghold for the family by upgrading 
the seismic standards of the home. The roof of this space creates an 
outdoor deck for the master bedroom above, complete with its own 

“What I love about this house is that 
it represents a significant era in Van-
couver’s architectural history that is 
slowly deteriorating,” says Burgers. 
“These homes are from a time when 
architecture was personal, and these 
homes were expressions of desire for 
how people wanted to live.”

Outdoor Connection The 
reflecting pond outside 
the master bedroom 
also features a water-
fall (opposite, and left), 
which masks any traffic 
noise when the sliding 
glass doors are open in 
the summer. The master 
bathroom (above) was 
once a smaller bedroom; 
it’s now open to the 
master bedroom, and 
showcases a gorgeous 
Aquabrass Caicos bath-
tub. The space captures 
views to the North Shore 
mountains and feels as 
though it’s positioned 
among the trees. 



4 4  a p r i l  2 0 1 6  /  westernliving.ca See SourceS

reflecting pond and waterfall, which drowns out the noise from the 
street with a soothing rush of water. 

This vintage home has become a place that invites exploration as 
you wander from its main entry through the levels to the garden. The 
bright update now works perfectly for the family—right down to the 
little touches, like the addition of a bench outside the kids’ bathroom, 
ideal for when daughter Valerie has friends over for a girls’ night.

“What I love about this house is that it represents a significant era 
in Vancouver’s architectural history that is slowly deteriorating,” says 
Burgers. “I applaud Darren and Shannon for having the vision to save 
it—these homes are from a time when architecture was very personal, 
and these homes were personal expressions of desire for how people 
wanted to live. And I think that’s important.” 

Base Element The “bun-
ker,” as it’s affectionately 
referred to (above), is 
Devine’s home office. 
Made of concrete and 
rebar, it’s at the bottom of 
the property—and in fact, 
the entire home had to 
be suspended while the 
room was dug out under-
neath it. The incredibly 
tough structure has the 

added benefit of upgrad-
ing the home’s seismic 
rating. The patio outside 
the bunker (right) features 
an outdoor firepit, extend-
ing its use into the fall. 
The pebbles seen in this 
photo are in the reflect-
ing pond just outside the 
master bedroom the next 
floor up—which is also the 
roof of the bunker.

Find more of Cedric Burgers’s work at westernliving.ca


