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Fresh Canvas
A New York art dealer’s mountain getaway may be designed 
as a study in neutrals, but it still pops with inspiration.
Written by RACHEL GALLAHER   :   Photographed by JOSH DUNFORD

“Susan is exposed to a rarified world of 
modern art. I wanted to create a place that 
would embrace that and have a casual 
easy elegance.” !ROBERT BAILEY, INTERIOR DESIGNER 
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DESIGN TEAM
interior design: Robert Bailey Interiors
millwork: Radius Architectural Millwork
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You might expect the home of a hard-working art dealer 
and collector to be bedecked in flashy, attention-getting pieces. 
But Susan, who splits her time between Manhattan and Whistler, 
British Columbia, prefers a minimal environment. “I’m around 
art all the time, so having bare walls is a refuge for me,” she says. 

Last spring, Susan, who grew up in Vancouver, bought a 
1,500-square-foot townhouse above Whistler’s Creekside Village 
for her and her three-and-a-half-year-old son, Sebastian. Then 
she hired Vancouver–based interior designer Robert Bailey.

When Bailey arrived, the house “was a very typical Whistler 
residence,” he recalls. “There were snowshoes on the wall, lots 
of molding, and a knotty pine floor.” His first move was to install 
white oak floors as a base for the townhouse’s clean, bright in-
teriors. In the living area, Bailey painted the log mantle on an 
existing bluestone fireplace white. An adjacent dining space 
features a lacquered metal Ferro table by Porro that has already 

had two previous lives—it served as a desk in State, Susan’s 
former gallery in Vancouver, and as a book display in her home 
office. “It’s full of scratches, which I love,” she says, “and it could 
tell some great stories about love, life, and business deals.” Now, 
it also serves as a craft table for Sebastian, and is often covered 
in glitter and glue. 

As for the art, Susan chose pieces she feels personally con-
nected to. These tend to be more minimal and abstract. “It’s 
about lightness and quiet,” she says. “I have lived with a lot of art 
over the years to figure this out.” Generally, she likes sculpture 
and works on paper, including drawings by artist Christopher 
Wool, noting that they have a “more casual, relaxed element to 
them.” The sentiment echoes her interior designer’s take on the 

art. I wanted to create a place that would embrace that and have 
a casual easy elegance, much like our client herself.” !

“I LOVE WOOD ELEMENTS … !IT IS" VERY IMPORTANT TO HAVE A SENSE 
OF THE OUTDOORS, INDOORS, IN WHISTLER.”  #SUSAN, HOMEOWNER

http://www.urbancase.com/
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